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Is there more to Colombia
than kidnappings and
corruption? In Cartagena
Jon Lee Anderson
discovers a haven of beauty,
sophistication, and hope
for the future.

few years ago, | was sitting in a restaurant in Cartagena

de Indias with a couple of Colombian friends when the

owner came to our table to chat. Leaning over, he whis-

pered in my ear:“Very carefully, look over my shoul-

der. Do you see the couple sitting there?” At a table

against the far wall, I saw a short, squac man with

long sideburns, fiftyish, with a woman of indefi-

nite middle age. She had long dark hair and was wearing an orange sundress, They st

cloaked in thetr own reverie, a boule of wine on the rble. He said, “Remind me to tell

you about them when they leave” With a wink, he smiled and walked away. [ was very

intrigued. When the couple made their exit, a hall hour or so later, the owner returned.
*“That was Jorge Luis Ochoa and his wife." he said

Tt was like hearing that Al Capone had just left the room. Jorge Luis Ochoa, together

with kis two brothers, Juan David and Fabito, had run the notorious Medellin cartel in

partnership with Pablo Eccobar. Throughout the eighties and carly nineties, their cartel

had controlled most of the world’s cocaine market and along the way corrupted scores

of lawmakers, killed hundreds of people, and became fabulously wralthy, Escobar was
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